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ish ambassadress. After dinner, as there are none but the family, we chat together very freely. He puts Mr. Short on the carpet, and she opens against him. I assure her that he is a very sensible, judicious young man, and very attentive to his business. She asks me where he is ; that he has not appeared lately at Court, I tell her that he was in the country with the Due and Duchesse de la Rochefoucault, and is now gone on business of the United States to Holland. She asked if he is Ambassador to all the nations of Europe, and laughs heartily at the idea. I tell her that the business he is employed in there does not require an ambassador. She says he has not the look and manner which such a character requires. 'I reply that he might not do well in Russia, but at any other court I do not conceive figure to be very important. She puts an end to the conversation by telling me that if I wish to give foreigners a favorable impression of my country, I must get myself appointed. A bow of acknowledgment for the compliment is the only reply which it admits of. She appeals to the Ambassador, and of course he answers, as usual upon such appeals, in the affirmative."
" Take Madame de Laborde [December ist] to the Come'die Francaise, where I have the pleasure to see Pre*-ville * perform in the ' Bourreau bienfaisant." He is truly an actor ; nothing below and nothing above the part,
* Pierre Louis Dabus, called Preville, was acknowledged, by all the critics who saw him play, as near perfection as possible. " Le Bourreau bienfaisant " was one of his greatest successes. Preville appeared first at the Co-medie Fran?aise in 1753, and became a great favorite with Louis XV. With a pension he retired in 1786, but the French stage being in a bad way in 1791, he consented, although seventy years of age, to appear. His advent was greeted with enthusiasm, for he had seemingly lost none of his physical forces. Again he retired from the stage, in 1792, but appeared again in 1795, when, in the midst of his performance of the " Mercure galant," whilst he was being vehemently applauded, he suddenly gave signs of mental aberration. He was born in September, 1721, and died in 1799.St, Petersburg, where she died in 1814.            to secure to himself the British embassy, and have him
